PLEBISCITE   OF   1918-1919
with whom the British Political Officers were usually on terms
of friendship, the declarations or madhibat were almost
unanimous for continued British rule. At a majhs in c Amara,
at which the Acting Civil Commissioner was himself present,1
the shaikhs declared that they desired "Englishmen speaking
Arabic5 and that they would not accept French, American or
Arab officials. They requested that Sir Percy Cox become the
governor of 'Iraq. In conclusion they asked that no higher
offers for their lands be entertained and that they be protected
in possession thereof as long as they were loyal to the Govern-
ment.2 The Qurna shaikhs replied in much the same vein.3
In Nasiriya, a declaration or madhbata, signed by 271 tribal
shaikhs, town notables and others, implied the continuance of
the British administration; rejected the idea of an Amir as not
coinciding 'with our interests nor with the interests of clraq in
general';4 and also requested that the management of their
affairs should be undertaken by Sir Percy Cox.
The tribal shaikhs of Diwaniya and of the Hilla Division
in their declarations approved of continued British control.
The former thanked the British Government for its desire to
give them an Amir which they agreed was in accordance with
common sense and the dictates of their religion which enjoined
them to appoint an Imam. They considered it premature,
however, not only because of their own lack of experience in
affairs, but also because no man seemed suitable for the
office.5 The tribal shaikhs around Karbala, in which city the
acute hostility of the Mujtahids made the suspension of inquiries
desirable in accordance with the Acting Civil Commissioner's
instructions, also declared for British administration and for
Sir Percy Cox.6 From Kut al-cAmara, Musaiyib and Khanaqm
1 Monthly Reports^ December y 1918: * Amara, p. 7.
2 Self-Determination in 'Iraq (Secret compilation of Declarations in Arabic,
with English translations) (Baghdad, May I7th, 1919): 'Amara Declaration, p. 8.
3 Ibid., Sec. 2, Qurna Declaration, p. 7.
4 Ibid., Nasiriya Declaration, p. n.
5 Self-Determination: Section 8, Hilla Declaration, No. 4 (Diwaniya), p. 17.
8 Ibid , Section 8, Hilla Declaration, No. 5, p. 18.
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